Music 3771A – Fall 2021
Popular Music Studies – Directed Study in Popular Music
Dr. Norma Coates
COURSE PREREQUISITE:
Music 1730 or permission of the instructor.
MUSIC PREREQUISITE STATEMENT
Unless you have either the prerequisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean
to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This
decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are
dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course, a student will complete an independent research project focused on a particular area
of popular music history. The student will research Frank Ocean’s 2016 album Blonde and its
musical and cultural relationship with hip-hop. The student will use a range of primary and secondary
sources in their research as they explore Ocean’s creative process, the implications this album’s
release cycle had on the wider music industry, Ocean’s identity, and his connections to hip-hop
culture. The student will meet with the supervising professor throughout the course of the term as
they work towards the completion of a research paper of approximately 25 pages.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
 Learn how to do academic research
 Devise and manage a substantive research project.
 Produce a 25-page focused research from primary and secondary sources
 Understand how race and sexuality is constructed and operates in and by hip hop and its
discursive outlets
Assessment
Paper Proposal
Annotated bibliography:
Meetings (6)
Paper

Oct. 8
Oct. 15
End of semester

10%
15%
15%
60%

GRADE SCALE
A+=90-100%, A=80=90%, B=70-79%, C=60-69%, D-50-59%, F=0-49%
ACADEMIC CONSIDERATION FOR STUDENT ABSENCE
Students will have up to two (2) opportunities during the regular academic year to use an on-line
portal to self-report an absence during the term, provided the following conditions are met: the
absence is no more than 48 hours in duration, and the assessment for which consideration is being
sought is worth 30% or less of the student’s final grade.
Students are expected to contact their instructors within 24 hours of the end of the period of the
self-reported absence, unless noted on the syllabus. Students are not able to use the self-reporting
option in the following circumstances:
• for exams scheduled by the Office of the Registrar (e.g., December and April exams)
• absence of a duration greater than 48 hours,
• assessments worth more than 30% of the student’s final grade,
• if a student has already used the self-reporting portal twice during the academic year

If the conditions for a Self-Reported Absence are not met, students will need to provide a Student
Medical Certificate if the absence is medical or provide appropriate documentation if there are
compassionate grounds for the absence in question. Students are encouraged to contact their
Faculty academic counselling office to obtain more information about the relevant documentation.
Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive documentation
directlyfrom a student, whether in support of an application for consideration on medical grounds, or
for other Reasons. All documentation required for absences that are not covered by the SelfReported Absence Policy must be submitted to the Academic Counselling office. For the Western
University policy on Consideration for Student Absence, see:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absenc
es.pdfand for the Student Medical Certificate (SMC), see:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
Special Note for Covid-19-related Situations:
As a guideline, if a student has been contacted by the Middlesex-London Health Unit (MLHU) to selfquarantine due to a Covid-19-related situation, then the Self-Reported Absence system is not to be
used to report this absence or to request an academic accommodation. The student should contact
the Academic Counselling office as soon as they are notified. In general, students are advised to not
self-determine when to self-isolate. Unless directed by the MLHU students should go about their
business as usual. But if a student chooses to self-isolate due to a suspected Covid-19-related
situation while waiting to receive direction from the MLHU then the student is directed to contact the
Academic Counselling office as soon as possible for further direction on receiving accommodation
consideration.
ACADEMIC CONSIDERATION FOR MISSING WORK
In cases where students are unable to submit work due to medical illness or compassionate
grounds, if an online self-reported absence is submitted, or if appropriate supporting documentation
is submitted to the Associate Dean’s office, and the accommodation is granted, then the missed
assessments may be rescheduled or discounted in the calculation of the final grade for the course,
at the discretion of the instructor. If neither a self-reported absence nor an appropriate supporting
document is submitted to the appropriate office, then the missed assignments will receive a grade of
zero.
ACADEMIC OFFENCES
Submission of work with which you have received help from someone else
(other than the course instructor or TA) is an example of plagiarism, which is considered a major
academic offence. Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the
appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, as found at:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Students that are in emotional/mental distress should refer to the Health and Wellness at Western
page (https://www.uwo.ca/health/) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help or to go to
the Wellness Education Centre located in UCC room 76. Students in crisis in need of immediate care
are directed to go directly to Student Health Services in UC11 or to click on the green “I Need Help
Now” button on the Health and Wellness page above.
ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: Students work with Accessible Education
Western (AEW, formerly SSD) which provides recommendations for accommodation based on
medical documentation or psychological and cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be
found here:

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabi
lities.pdf
RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION: Students should consult the University’s list of recognized religious
holidays, and should give reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an
Academic Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance.
Additional information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.
http://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
CONTINGENCY PLAN
In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the
course delivery moving away from face-to-face interaction, all remaining course content will be
delivered
entirely online, either synchronously (i.e., at the times indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously
(e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their convenience). The grading scheme will not change.
Any remaining assessments will also be conducted online at the discretion of the course instructor.

